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A b s t r a c t
in	architecture,	the	word	play	is	synonymous	with	composition,	the	object	of	which,	
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S t r e s z c z e n i e
W	architekturze	słowo	zabawa jest	synonimem	kompozycji.	Definicja	Le	Corbusiera	
„gra	brył	w	świetle”,	bardziej	precyzyjnie	określa	reguły	tej	gry.	Brakuje	ważnego,	
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The	composition	of	volumes	generates	places as	well	 as	architectures	‒	 it	 shapes	and	
gives	identity	to	the	spaces	between	the	volumes.	in	architecture	and	in	any	other	art,	identity	

















Palladio’s	Villa	 La	rotonda,	 isolated	 on	 a	 hill,	 or	Villa	Malcontenta,	 free-standing	 in	
the	country,	precisely	define	the	location	where	they	were	built	by	establishing	orientations,	
hierarchies,	 focus	 that	give	 their	sites	measure	and	recognizability,	 form	and	 identity,	and	
by	appropriating	and	enhancing	their	characters.	Another	example	is	Palladio’s	Basilica	in	
Vicenza,	the	mere	presence	of	which	in	relation	with	the	neighbouring	buildings	articulates	












playground	of	 this	composition	game:	greatly	varied,	 linked	 to	one	another,	either	collec-
tive	or	private,	open	or	enclosed,	large	or	cramped,	etc.	Their	individual	character,	diversity,	
adequacy	and	formal	precision	 represent	 the	 richness	and	beauty	of	a	city,	 they	define	 its	
structure	and	urban	qualities.	
Composition,	 or	 the	 play	 of	 volumes, is	 the	 fundamental	 process	 that	 uses	 buildings	
to	 define,	 organize	 and	 identify places	 ‒	 it	 controls	 their	 spatial	 qualities,	 measures	 and	
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5. An educational experiment
in	order	to	explore	this	line	of	thought	and	refocus	on	compositional	principles	and	the	
relations	between	volumes	as	keys	to	define	places,	during	the	last	academic	year	we	devised	
1	 See	the	research	about	the	residential	units	of	the	city	published	in	the	books:	AAVV	La casa. Forme 
e ragioni dell’abitare,	Milano	2008;	La Casa. Le forme dello	stare,	Milano	2011;	La Casa. Forme 
















































r e f e r e n c e s
[1]	 Boullée	e.	L.,	Architecture. Essay sur l’art,	(1775–1790);	London	1953.
[2]	 Diderot	D.,	Beau, in Encyclopédie ou Dictionnaire raisonné des sciences, des arts et 
des métiers,	Paris	1751–1772.
[3]	 Le	Corbusier,	Vers	un’architecture,	Paris	1923.
[4]	 Monestiroli	A.,	Nove definizioni di architettura,	in	La metopa e il triglifo,	roma-Bari	
2002.
[5]	 neri	 r.,	 Il Federal Center di Chicago (1959–1974): una piazza per la città,	 in	
Anatomia di un edificio	(Loi	M.C.–neri	r.),	napoli	2012.
